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is illustrated

|l e are personal to you and me. Th

all egory, depicts the stages we g

scripture is ®Wofomeahte tetberthRhkE

gives | ifeo(2 Corinthians 3:6). Th

name of religion simply because tl}

0O be destroyed are in fact the neg
journey is in the overcoming of

O overcome. He removes them Alitt]l

gl e against them. Use this fiin meo p

i f your heart doesndét Aburn within yo

i ssue we | ook at the journey of |

0ThéSdwlkuraegy You Shall Finddé on ¢

Footstepso on page 3; and O6Finding God ir

brlef interpretation of the story c

5 (for a detailed study see Swed

d with how we can equip our childr
Training our Childrendé on page 6.

So far as we know and understand truths and will and do them, so far we become a newipehsans,
a regenerate person, and so become an angel of heaven and have a heavenly love and life.
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The JoduSrereeky and You Shal F i
John Sutton

Many stories involving journeys are
found in the Bible as they are in oth
sacred texts. They are images of thg
spiritual journey we embark on at
birth and continue throughout life.
The need to discover drives our somewhere else. We may also find

journeyfi who am I? Where am | : that we are revisiting familiar obstacles

going in life? The call to journey in many times. We are taught that our

this way arises from deep within our souls. Itis  journey is like ascending a circular staircase. Each

from the presence of tthme wdappardnblysrevikitiolfl destrudiive negative o A s k
it shall be given to you, seek and you shall find, thoughts and feelings, we are seeing them from a
knock and it shal/l b e Highez persmkctite@ndyare being iMdited to &ffenvv 7 @ 7 .
The quest for answers are part of everyday life. and strengthen previous choices.

Each event asks how we regard ourselves in

relation to the things of the world and other We have begun a new calendar year having

peopléi are we seeking worldly success, travelled this far in our life. The future beckons like
recognition, power, wealth and possessions abova journey into the unknown. If we feel

everything else? If we are, then this will affect whapprehensive, isolated and directionless, we should

but can be an important awareness
and another step in the journey.

B The journey never ends. We may

l reach what seems like a destination
@ only to find that it leads to

we seek from other people and God. not despair but realise that the way forward comes

from within. The questions to ask ourselves are,
Without these motivations we would benomore 0 What i s it | am asking for
than human cabbages. Through them we can  seeking for? What am | wanting to be opened for

eventually be led to ask, seekamde ? 6 The key then is to see
find the joy of life which the inner promptings from the Lord and the

comes fr om t heachihgse frooh 8lis Wdrd. Fsam 119:105 teaches us

within us. that oOoOYour Word is a | amp t
my path. o

The journey never
ends. We may
reach what seems
like a destination
only to find that it
leads to some-

where else.

The beginning of the

journey is described in  If we live by what we know of the truth about

Genesis 1 as being, relationships with the Lord and with people, we will

owi thout forheahddvbodsaeada | ittle bit
darkness over the face ofthéef r ut h and the Life. o

deep. 6 The Lordds inner
presence moves within to May you find that the Lord is with you throughout
encourage us to see bethioNeWdYearhe wor |l dds | i fe and

using people for our goals. By becoming aware of
that presence and learning to respond to it we can
be led to alter the things we are searching for. The
written Word helps us to be more focused in our @
search to become wiser, more compassionate, and —_—
trusting. The New

Christian Church
Sometimes, despite promises, it feels as though we Sunday servides and
will never find what we are looking for. At other sharing grofips
times when we think we have found what it is we 5 Ballarat gtreet,
are seeking, we find that it is nothing of real human Ellerslie, ckland
substance. It does not enrich life or relationships. It Phone 09 57986819
turns out to be a chimera. This sad frustrating www. newchurchgorg.nz
awareness might seem to be a moment of despair ALL WELCOME



|l n Godobds Foot
Pet er M. Buss

The Gospel of Luke r e cpicturdaf wadking withmod, g us o
resurrection when He walked with two disciples spiritual journey of growth an

on the road to Emmaus pfomgek e 24) . I o0 key
on the | iteral and Sanhgtlcdulaall'ihgﬁéHﬁfor g. It

interesting to note how itinerant Jesus was on
earth. His whole ministry can be seen through th
lens of walking around the Holy Land as He taug
people truths they needed to know and healed

ou this Easter season? | have three hopes to share
%bout that. First is the hope that the love of God
ill touch your heart in new ways. If He is pure

"WGve for others. Our part is to turn regularly to the

miracles focused on V\_/alking, as V\_/he_n He said t°§ource of love with the prayer that He soften and
man who had been crippled for thidgight years,

ORi se, take up your b e\évcitm:aoswe faﬁeéosYV,alﬁdé’gh\%ﬁaﬁﬂvﬁﬁiﬂ‘; 18) oy e
We know intuitively t hoaHo wac akn nlg Imeeta ngso lofvisnogme |ot
in our common parl an c efrudtrdtianttoward thisfhemam keingathat| dodrulyn e y 6 ,
and certainly the Scriptures are full of referencesltoo v e ? 6

this connection. Isaiah prophet said, for example,
0Come and |l et us go
the lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob. He will teach us His ways ang

A seconrdtahope is that you will experience
O loMénts & BrigRtenmhdnt if Sobi is

infinite wisdom, then from Him we can

hear the truths about life that we
i We know
\év_;) shall walk i intuitively that reéa'llysn@eh 3 Enov_v. For example,
e walking means Jesus said on the crc

The beauty of all this is where it
brings us: We now have an active
picture of walking with our Lord. A<
a God of pure love, He wants to

living. |t 6dhem fortlhey do notknow what
common parlance t h ey (Luke28:34). Can we
that ol i f/eeflécton ghe principle of

Journey. ©Oforgiveness, and be willing to do our
bless us with awesome relationships, part to move strained relationships to
inner peace, and a deeply fulfilling sense*e a better place, instead of holding onto
purpose in life. As a God of infinite wisdom, He anger, or worse, the desire for retribution?
has many things to teach_ us about h.OW to A third hope is that you will feel again the joy that
cooperate Wi th Him to cgnLCBrP/e?romoliﬁrg fol otherd tin unf{%aﬁtﬁﬂ/,e
| oved youo (.John 15:_12d)e’plge°t itng V\5eaxytsr’a el & T nsp
(Matthew 5:41), use your gifts and talents t0 invegl, s it 5od has incredible ability to affect our lives
in o the lives of other sy g R Hinwe taf dothinds P O 0
_(Matth_ew 25:.2.1’ Genes_ls 12:2). As_a G_Od of others that truly help. Each of us could seek our
incredible ability He enlightens us, inspires us, wWn answers to the foll owin
protects'and Iead; us, all with the goal of helpingéb% | do today that demonstrates my commitment
to experience the joy of heaven even here on Godéosr icetniteerd calling?6 ot
earth. That joy comes from healthy relationships SWhat do | know that 1 8m un
based on useful and loving actions, with each of us

. . . Mo o that can make the world
discovering our unique way of contributing to the
good of the whole. We return to the image of the risen Lord walking

h ith oth . f God th with two disciples on the road to Emmaus. As with
Contrast that with other pictures of God that them, so He is walking with

LOC[IJ(S ortl)thi Sté}tIC p|c';:1reJofthe(;:_r(;J?|f|X|on and the Scripturesé to us, and
arken back only to what Jesus did foryouway 5 v yrn wit hin us. 6 Because H

back then. Of course the crucifixion was part of wisdom and ability, He can help us to be loving,

the process, showing, in ways that nothing else is0 “and capable human beings who respond to

could, the depth of love our Lord has for us. But jis -4jling to be a blessing to others in all that we
unlike a beliebnly outcome, the New Church g g

explanation of Easter offers a dynamic and active
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Finding God in Everyday L
||

Bi Woof enden

Evelyn Underhill has a charmin overwhelmingly beautiful (as is
and relevant story in her book Sl so obvious in the bodies of little
Practical Mysticismnvolving children); miraculous in their
two hypothetical characters = workings; something to be taken
call ed OEygxs. care of as very precious; our
connection not only with the
No-Eyes has fixed his attentio earth, but with the whole

on the fact that he is obliged to universe. In other words, as a
take a walk. For him the chief EEEEEE - - marvellous gift from God, to be
factor of existence is his own movement along thecherished.

roadfi a movement that he intends to accomplish as

efficiently and comfortably as he can. He asks notQo how about foodi our daily bread? It can be just
know what may be on either side of the hedges. HBmething to keep us going, a hassle to buy, a
ignores the caress of the wind until it threatens todrudgery to prepare. After all, most of it is

remove his hat. He trudges along, steadily, diligemihpcessed, and filled with chemicals, dyes, and
avoiding the muddy pools but oblivious of the lighpreservatives. It can be taken for granted; opaque.

that they reflect. On the other hand, our daily bread as something
transparent could be a reminder of our connection
Eyes takes the walk too; and for him it is a with God; a source of real enjoyment and

perpetual revelation of beauty and wonder. The satisfaction; a constituent of what we are. As we

sunlight inebriates him, the winds delight him, theshare it, food can become an expression of love and

very effort of the journey is a joy. Magic presencefriendshii and as we say grace, a reason to give

throng the roadside, or cry salutations to him fromthanks to God.

the hidden fields. The rich world through which he

moves lies in the foreground of his consciousnesdiiow about meeting a stranger for the first time? It

and it gives up new secrets to him at every step. can be routine, a superficial experience, a
odowner, 6 a chance to trot

No-Eyes, when told of the adventures of Eyes, that tired old excuse about how hard we find it to

usually refuses to believe that both have gone onremember names. Or we could view it as an event

the same road. He fancies that his companion hasilled with good possibilities; a new opportunity to

been floating about in the air, or beset by agreealdee beyond ourselves; a chance to learn more of

hallucinations. We shall never persuade himtoloé&ko d s creati ve genius; a co

for himself. appreciation of the image of God in another person
previously unknown to us.

Eyes experienced life as transparent;-Eges saw

life only as opaque. One is reminded of Johnthe Of cour se, everything

ca t
Evangelistds rat her st timerbgne things ard apreptately opaquehtbey h o

| d

d

no
Iy
city: O0The street of t drenotourbuginessaSsll, ifaodr livpsiare & bey o
transparent as gl as s . OriciNn moreosétisfying, more fell,of meaniag, then
know that goldi beautiful as it i$ is opaque, not we probably all need more moments of
transparent. Or is it? transparence. Is it asking too much that we
challenge ourselves to work seriously with the Lord
What are some other examples of findingGodini n tryi ng t o niackeaifanehe ! t hi n
our everyday life? Take, for example, our bodies. surface the newness may not be apparent to many?
Our bodies can just be there, sort of containers of
our soulsi unimportant, not taken careofvery 0 The ol d order o
well, something we hardly notice eventhough si tti ng on the t
others may. Or our bodies can be experienced asn e w! & 0

who and what we really are: as potentially (Excerpted fromThe New Jerusalem
www.swedenborg..org)

f things ha
hrone said,



ngel

Crea
God makes us with a higher self and a | ower self
darkness of spiritual ignorance (without form ai
depths of our potenti al (as a hen broods over he
that we can draw on in times of adversity. Then,
awareness begins to dawn. rati on
comes from God and what ¢ ves an
waters above and bel ow) . s our |
reception of spiritual in and apj|

take root in our mind and . ich for
J!ef ul (s

truth. We start to think
we begin to reach out to others, these ideas bl
attempts at wuseful service.

People often wonder why the sun wa

day. This is the stage of our deve

reality of Godoés | ove and wisdom (

being the source of all 1ife and e

develop faith in God (the moon) an

the dark times (night) and we | o0k
stars). This enables us to gain facts for |ife
(birds), putting our faith into action. Only thi
spirit motivating us and developing kind and get
We become truly human (made in Godds i mage and |
Goddés truth and | ove and mirror these in our | i\
God tells us to be fruitful and multiply and ha\y
we are to have control over our hurtful and dest
our relationships with Il e. As
change these things at : God 1
the changes within, an Atruth o
within us gives birth ities
sixth stage in our spi i's an
process, the process of mi ng i

har mony wi t hdoouurr bhei cgohneir /s
And God rests (the sevae
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Jul i an Duckworth

Il dm t aki ng it Skeping Beaiitgand tsilk things lefo r vy

of course boys as well as girls can be sleeping beauties.

I n fact, they can be | usihatwsldywevestufer a baboyl? Well,eoficeurse weh e n

wide awake. What happens 8ieeping Beausythat the would wish for all the best possible things: security and

king and queen have a child, and at the christening tesafety and a caring family to grow up in; for friends, of

good fairies come along and give their various blessigsyrse; for that crucial sefisteem and selvorth

and then the eleventh f gitrhyat(dvwh . HMhadredtontkeeen sinmdwi ti

tumsugiand because she hadhadinga bealleloving relationshipExcelert. 8ut the

spitefully curses the child to eventually prick her fingemvelfth fairy (the late one after the curse) has the best

and die. l i ne. oYou shall not di e, b

hundred years. 6 How would w

And then, thank goodness, the twelfth fairy, who was

| ate, came in, heard the Maures e,y oaun ch asvei dqg,oto dd,f e

not die, she shall sl ee gimdyouwill go through daricuslordgatsaYows firsb T h e

of the story, which you know, is all about the fulfillmenmfirlfriend will drop you, and you will think the world has

of the curse and Sl eepi reqdedautlyd sh afsinal, rbaide mptui ow

when sheds kissed. ltdéds actually an ideal oppo

girls. And other things will come along, some hard

Obviously itds anfwearethe | ghingsrwhichwi knackwou downgbhtialso some really

storyii and we could spend ages interpreting it and alluring things which will take you over and make you

thinking about things like pricking our fingers and  think they can make you finally happy. And so you will

sleeping for a hundred years and handsome princes,bt t o sl eep, | i ke itds a hu

that could become boring. What concerns meabout And t hen one da-3upcaltwhieghmayd | |
the story is that after such a great starfeel cataclysmic, but actually it is a kiss. And then, for

all the attention gets focusedonthe he f i rst ti me, youdll Dbegi
intrusive bad fairy (who, note,
In the Bible, wasndt i nvit e dlpthe Bible, wheeerthere are esaetly the same realities
where there are and on its outcome, and the as in all fairy stories, the same idea is given.
efé:ﬁ::g;t:é ?r?rgl‘le rest of the story deals with
fairy stories, the coping with and sorting out theT h_ e G ar den 0 f ENd en. Adam an
S e e d amage s he hast hienfblaidc tfeadi.r yl)t.6 sThaey eat , a
given. bit of an indictmenton human opened, and they #H&iheyteelt hey
nature, perhag$ onhowmuch t heydve woken up, but reall

we prick up our ears when thereds
some scandal or gossip going around. Or what about the story of the Wise Men, with their

Why on earth dondt we e weld, fradkoncensd, and myfhalt bessinds,ef couse, d
stuff, the achievements, the loveliness? but then Herod methodically seeks to kill this new king

by killing all children under two, so they flee, and, so to
But of course, because this is a parable, the storylinespeak, fall asleep. And later, Jesus talks about this very
has to be like it is, because we are all incomplete peg#guence: The kingdom of heaven is like a man who
who need to be reconf i g wowedgood seedin his fieldj blit evhile mea sleptthisa t &
story length) from being people who are seéintred to enemy came and sowed tafesweeds$i among the
being people of Gail or, as someone said to me, beingheat and went his way.
people of God and yet, if wedre honest, still bein
selfcentred as well. Well, it is not as easy aSleeping Beaubhut it is

virtually the same idea: ten fairies giving blessings which
What intrigues me is what those ten good fairies are going to equip that young child to come through
bestowed on the royal baby at the christening. | thinkthe curse of falling asleep and out on the other side of
the Brothers Grimm story says that one by one they it; good seed sown before the enemy comes and sows
came forward and sai d, aares. We shbuld Indt rade en inporsteried and, thieir 0 Y o u
shall be healthy, 6 0You psbiem$tbo gbickly buteapppegiatedvhad haobeens h a |
clever, 6 and then it p e tgeeanfirst ovithout véhichdno gne will etiealivechappily f i
bl essings for yoursel f . e®uafterintthecasesse.e ten fairies!

6



Parents of children stand, as it were, in the place of right kind of freedom. One day, think through why we
God. They dondt repl ace usdhtd sameorddéoohuingiageup chiden andfétrey ar
vital to the process. They are fairies giving blessings,engines pulling carriages behind them, and you might get
agents sowing good seed somethinghelpfu.i el d of a chil dds n
They are instrumental. God never hands everything
over to parents, thank goodness; he never lets our saulvant to give you my own version of what those ten
level, our deepest level, out of his grasp, whichis  good fairies wished foBleeping Beauty
powerfully illustrated in the Sleeping Beauty story. The
whole story, from beginning to end, takes place right If | were a fairy, | would wish for you, little one, to feel
there inside the castle. Sleeping Beauty never leavesright in the world and very connected withfitthe
That s Godods handl i ng o fpladsythe saltthe buttaaflies, thheblué dkand feel
the wonder.
But parents provide. They nurture our nature, shaping
us, a bit like putty. And if | can be terribly idealistic | would wish you lots of playtime.
(because every parent is only human), everything you
ever do as a parent should in some way keep an eyelomould wish you mystery, so that when you re@tie
the future, should anticipate this childyour childhi Lion, The Witch and the Wardrgfoel know exactly
Go d 0 si geotinglupland going it on theirown. what i tds about before you

That is a hard task. We have our knggrk reactions, | would wish you such a fantastic

we show our frustration and irritability and exhaustionme mor y t hat whenp Parents ol d
and children cop it and absorb the shock, and while wevery time you see a rusty bucket’  provide. They

say they are amazingl y ritéakes you rggimt back tontee ore nurture our hat
must be doing to them. | have learned a lot through at the bottom of the garden. nature,

being a parent. |l&ve learned that break Shapngusa al
on TV are total fantasy. No families are that good | would wish you to be so tender Bt iy

looking or that nice to each other at seven in the that when you see someone sad or

morning. |l 6ve | ear ned t hsaffering you faelfoe themabytstodgi | dr en ar e
one cross word can be | iekoaghto dssbneethiggefdr themmeen you tab. v e

learned that a lot of parents seem to let their children
do what they want because they are scared their own would wish you never to take anything or anyone for

children wondt | ove t he ngtanted.

Last week, one busy par dwduldwishiya never to rale anythinh tob pesanally. y o U
coming out on the far side of it all. Whatds it | ik
So | said, oWell, the hodwaldwishgdugdoknannerand you | ook &
other like itds really strange. Dondét go there yet.
your time. 6 And he sai d,lwaulBwithyouthscourdgeto get back upand &ee ? 0
And | said, 0O0Yes, itds Igonge getting emotional

superannuation. 6 But [ should have said, oOYes, just
having done it is the reward. You do it, they get it, andAnd | would wish you the feeling of God. If you become
then they do it. Who couled iagsiko ufsor tahnayttdhsi nfg nneo, r ebud
Thereds a verse in ProveYrobus swhaircth ksnaoywsi ,n go Twhaeirne ay ocuf
the way he is to be, and eerveegn awhde nwhheer ei sy oouldd eh eg ow onr
depart from it. o6 That v iyoutupatérh lyundsed years of chasinglafteghappisess, <
the training is based on the child and not the parent, and suddenly you realise that you are here at home,

and so long as the training is done from love and the inside the palace. Same placdgifferent feel.
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